Week Ending Friday, September 15, 2006

Proclamation 8048—National
Historically Black Colleges and
Universities Week, 2006

September 8, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Education is the cornerstone of a pros-
perous and hopeful Nation. By providing a
quality education, Historically Black Colleges
and Universities (HBCUs) help students
achieve their dreams and realize the promise
of America. During National Historically
Black Colleges and Universities Week, we
recognize the significant contributions of
HBCUs and underscore our commitment to
helping these distinguished institutions in the
pursuit of educational excellence.

Our Nation’s Historically Black Colleges
and Universities are places of higher learning
and achievement that prepare new genera-
tions of Americans to become responsible
leaders in their communities and around the
world. HBCUs enable students to gain the
skills necessary to compete for the jobs of
the 21st century.

My Administration is dedicated to ensur-
ing the continued success of HBCUs and se-
curing the constitutional guarantees of liberty
and equality to all Americans. The Presi-
dent’s Board of Advisors on Historically
Black Colleges and Universities has worked
to help these institutions benefit from Fed-
eral programs, obtain private—sector support
for their endowments, and build partnerships
to strengthen faculty development and coop-
erative research. In addition, the HBCU
Capital Financing Program provides HBCUs
with access to funds for the repair, renova-
tion, and construction of educational re-
sources and facilities.

During National Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities Week, we celebrate
the enduring importance of HBCUs, and re-

solve to continue to support their critical mis-
sion.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 10
through September 16, 2006, as National
Historically Black Colleges and Universities
Week. I call upon public officials, educators,
librarians, and all the people of the United
States to observe this week with appropriate
programs, ceremonies, and activities in rec-
ognition of the vital contributions of HBCUs.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighth day of September, in
the year of our Lord two thousand six, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 12, 2006]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 13. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
September 9, 2006

Good morning. This Monday our Nation
will mark the fifth anniversary of the attacks
of September the 11th, 2001. On this solemn
occasion, Americans will observe a day of
prayer and remembrance, and Laura and I
will travel to New York City, Pennsylvania,
and the Pentagon to take part in memorial
ceremonies. Our Nation honors the memory
of every person we lost on that day of terror,
and we pray that the Almighty will continue
to comfort the families who had so much
taken away from them.
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On this anniversary, we also remember the
brutality of the enemy who struck our coun-
try and renew our resolve to defeat this
enemy and secure a future of peace and free-
dom.

So this week I've given a series of speeches
about the nature of our enemy, the stakes
of the struggle, and the progress we have
made during the past 5 years. On Tuesday
in Washington, I described in the terrorists’
own words what they believe, what they hope
to accomplish, and how they intend to ac-
complish it. We know what the terrorists in-
tend because they have told us. They hope
to establish a totalitarian Islamic empire
across the Middle East, which they call a ca-
liphate, where all would be ruled according
to their hateful ideology.

Usama bin Laden has called the 9/11 at-
tacks “a great step towards the unity of Mus-
lims and establishing the righteous caliph-
ate.” Al Qaida and its allies reject any possi-
bility of coexistence with those they call
“infidels.” Hear the words of Usama bin
Laden: “Death is better than living on this
Earth with the unbelievers amongst us.” We
must take the words of these extremists seri-
ously, and we must act decisively to stop
them from achieving their evil aims.

On Wednesday at the White House, I de-
scribed for the first time a CIA program we
established after 9/11 to detain and question
key terrorist leaders and operatives, so we
can prevent new terrorist attacks. This pro-
gram has been invaluable to the security of
America and its allies and helped us identify
and capture men who our intelligence com-
munity believes were key architects of the
September the 11th attacks.

Information from terrorists held by the
CIA also helped us uncover an Al Qaida cell’s
efforts to obtain biological weapons, identify
individuals sent by Al Qaida to case targets
for attacks in the United States, stop the
planned strike on a U.S. Marine base in
Djibouti, prevent an attack on the U.S. con-
sulate in Karachi, and help break up a plot
to hijack passenger planes and fly them into
Heathrow Airport or the Canary Wharf in
London.

Information from the terrorists in CIA cus-
tody has also played a role in the capture
or questioning of nearly every senior Al
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Qaida member or associate detained by the
U.S. and its allies since this program began.
Were it not for this program, our intelligence
community believes that Al Qaida and its al-
lies would have succeeded in launching an-
other attack against the American homeland.
We have largely completed our questioning
of these men, and now it is time that they
are tried for their crimes.

So this week I announced that the men
we believe orchestrated the 9/11 attacks had
been transferred to Guantanamo Bay. And
I called on Congress to pass legislation cre-
ating military commissions to try suspected
terrorists for war crimes. As soon as Congress
acts to authorize these military commissions,
we will prosecute these men and send a clear
message to those who kill Americans: No
matter how long it takes, we will find you
and bring you to justice.

As we bring terrorists to justice, we're act-
ing to secure the homeland. On Thursday in
Atlanta, I delivered a progress report on the
steps we have taken since 9/11 to protect the
American people and win the war on terror.
We are safer today because we've acted to
address the gaps in security, intelligence, and
information sharing that the terrorists ex-
ploited in the 9/11 attacks. No one can say
for sure that we would have prevented the
attacks had these reforms been in place in
2001—yet we can say that terrorists would
have found it harder to plan and finance their
operations, harder to slip into our country
undetected, and harder to board the planes,
take control of the cockpits, and succeed in
striking their targets.

America still faces determined enemies.
And in the long run, defeating these enemies
requires more than improved security at
home and military action abroad. We must
also offer a hopeful alternative to the terror-
ists” hateful ideology. So America is taking
the side of democratic leaders and reformers
and supporting the voices of tolerance and
moderation across the Middle East. By ad-
vancing freedom and democracy as the great
alternative to repression and radicalism and
by supporting young democracies like Iraq,
we are helping to bring a brighter future to
this region, and that will make America and
the world more secure.
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The war on terror will be long and dif-
ficult, and more tough days lie ahead. Yet
we can have confidence in the final outcome
because we know what America can achieve
when our Nation acts with resolve and clear
purpose. With vigilance, determination, and
courage, we will defeat the enemies of free-
dom, and we will leave behind a more peace-
ful world for our children and our grand-

children.
Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on
September 8 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on September
9. The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on September 8 but was
embargoed for release until the broadcast. In his
address, the President referred to Usama bin
Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organiza-
tion. The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of this ad-
dress.

Statement on the Visit of Prime
Minister Tony Blair of the United
Kingdom to the Middle East

September 9, 2006

I am pleased that Prime Minister Blair will
be visiting Lebanon, Israel, and the Pales-
tinian territories. The deployment of increas-
ing numbers of international forces in an en-
hanced United Nations Interim Force in
Lebanon (UNIFIL), which enabled the lift-
ing of the air and sea blockade of Lebanon,
makes this a timely visit. The Prime Minister
will be discussing ways to facilitate the full
implementation of United Nations Security
Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1701, includ-
ing enforcing the ban on unauthorized arms
shipments to Hizballah from Iran and Syria.
I understand the Prime Minister will also be
exploring ways to advance the dialog between
Israelis and Palestinians and the two-state so-
lution—a democratic Israel and democratic
Palestine living side by side in peace and se-
curity. I wish him well in his efforts to pro-
mote peace and stability in the region.
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Remarks Following a Tour of the
Tribute WTC Visitor Center in New
York City

September 10, 2006

Laura and I approach tomorrow with a
heavy heart. It's hard not to think about the
people who lost their lives on September the
11th, 2001. You know, you see the relatives
of those who still grieve—I just wish there
were some way we could make them whole.
So tomorrow is going to be a day of sadness
for a lot of people.

It’s also a day of remembrance. And I
vowed that I'm never going to forget the les-
sons of that day. And we spent time in there
looking at some of the horrific scenes, inside
this fantastic place of healing, and it just re-
minded me that there’s still an enemy out
there that would like to inflict the same kind
of damage again.

So tomorrow is also a day of renewing re-
solve. I asked—today at the church service
I asked for God’s blessings on—of those who
continue to hurt.

Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 7:04 p.m. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Address to the Nation on the War on
Terror

September 11, 2006

Good evening. Five years ago, this date—
September the 11th—was seared into Amer-
ica’s memory. Nineteen men attacked us with
a barbarity unequaled in our history. They
murdered people of all colors, creeds, and
nationalities and made war upon the entire
free world. Since that day, America and her
allies have taken the offensive in a war unlike
any we have fought before. Today, we are
safer, but we are not yet safe. On this solemn
night, I've asked for some of your time to
discuss the nature of the threat still before
us, what we are doing to protect our Nation,
and the building of a more hopeful Middle
East that holds the key to peace for America
and the world.



